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' For Envoy at Vatncan

CPYRGHT

‘Cradition of Unity

'To the Editor:

“Now tha allcan an
Kremlin are on person-to-perso
speaking terms, wouldn't it b
appropriate for the greates
Proiestant fiation in the worl
to have the same kind of diplog
matic representation in the Holy]
City as it has in the unholy]
city of Moscow?
-|. To establish an American em-
“Ibassy in Vatican City would notj
only have splendid ecumenica
implications on the politica
level, but would be & very val
uable asset to the United State
in the operation of its diplo-
macy.

CPYRGHT'

After all, the Roman Church
| dates from centuries of church-
state unity—a tradition which .-
| in sonte countries cannot be for-.
lgotten even today. But the
Church has certainly proved
that as far as the United States .
is concerned it has no intention
of trying to rur} {he Govern-
ment.. )
To malke the suggested move'
at this time would offer further
evidence that our Southern
President, who has taken the®
lAgd in- fighting the segrega-’
tionist tradition of hisi South,:
can likewise break away from:
L the Southern Protestant notlon,

‘I am sure that many “othey
Protestants ghare with me

of the Vatican. It has acces
to a great deal of diplomati
intelligence from places we cal
reach only through the dubious
methods of the CLA, Kve

ment  informally, we shoul
show our gratitude for that b

. This 1s, of course, no ne
idea, Franklin Rooseve\t

—

his own ambassador at the Vat

lcan, but no formal dnploma.tl
relatlons which could be formal

‘with the usual - diplomati
status, Efforts were made dur:
‘ing President Truman’'s admin
‘istration at least to follow th
‘F.D.R, precedent, but Mr. Tru
| man ‘opposed it on the ptincipl
‘of separation .of..church’ an
<state. which Is tho mther lrrel
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great respect for the Interna
tional communication system] -

though the Vatican no doyby -~~~
cooperates with.- our Governq

making a real diplomatic part<
nership for all the world to see

even more perllous times, hady

that most things Catholic are:
bad. He looks like the man who'
lt.‘ - JOUN H. CRIDER *
*+ Whits Plains, N, Y.,
raAL May 9 1966

“The wrlter, was - formerly
editor .in cMaf of.-lTlu Boaton

FOIAb3b



